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April 27, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Gordon Galloway and I’m running for re-election to Place 4 on the Lone Oak 

City Council.  I have been on the City Council since 2009 and have been elected as Mayor 

Pro Tem by the City Council each year since 2011. 

I believe that this election will be one of the most important elections for the future of 

Lone Oak.  I believe that this election is about whether Lone Oak is going to continue 

pressing on to a brighter future or return to the old way of doing things. 

I hear people talk about the good old days and how good they were.  Those good old days 

must have been a long time before I moved to Lone Oak in 2003. 

I started getting interested in city matters in about 2008.  Those were the good old days 

when the Police Department walked off the job and there were accusations of wholesale 

destruction of city records. 

After I was elected to the City Council the first time, I found that the situation was worse 

than I imagined. The City had just finished paying off a loan it had to take out to pay a 

$40,000 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) fine.  TCEQ fines are 

generally assessed by the state when the city has failed to properly manage water or 

sewage facilities.  Incidentally, $40,000 is just about equal to our total annual sales tax 

revenue today and was certainly an even larger percentage back then. 

Lone Oak had not been able to afford a properly licensed waste water operator and was 

relying on the licensed operator from Point.  The Water Department had one broke-down 

white truck and another small truck that Lone Oak Wrecker (Larry Osborne) was loaning 

the city.  There was not even enough money to fill the city’s front loader with diesel. 

The City had not had its required annual audit conducted for at least the previous two 

years and there was even talk of filing for bankruptcy. 

One of the first things I set about doing after being elected was to find out where Lone 

Oak got its money.  No one could tell me.  The so-called “city budget” was just a bunch of 

numbers on a Xeroxed copy that had absolutely no meaning. 

I started to look into the City’s bonds since their payments accounted for a huge portion of 

Lone Oak’s expenses – well over $35,000 a year. 

Lone Oak had been relying heavily on Highway 69 traffic citations for everything from day 

to day operations to the bond payments and the city would basically stop paying as many 

bills as possible in the fall in order to make the bond payments. 

It probably comes as no surprise but no one could produce the paperwork for the bond 

packages.  I had to write the State Comptroller and make an Open Records Request for 

copies of the paperwork. 
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The first thing I learned was that the City had failed to meet one of the primary 

obligations of the bond contracts and that was to setup an Interest & Sinking (I&S) fund – 

bond tax – to collect the taxes to make the bond payments.  This failure stretched back 

decades, back to the good old days.  

Even with it in black and white, it took close to a year to convince the Mayor and City 

Council to implement the bond tax which had been a contractual obligation since the 

original bonds.  The bond tax was first collected for the 2010 tax year.  Incidentally, the 

bond tax only resulted in about a $16 per month increase on a $100,000 property value.  

About $8 per month for a $50,000 property. 

Since we implemented the bond tax, we have had the bond payments in the bank every 

year.  We have not missed or been late on a payment since. 

As of the April City Council meeting, we have over $40,000 in the bond tax account and 

over $30,000 in the Road Maintenance fund. 

I’m not talking about borrowed money.  I’m talking about money the City has saved.  

Personally, I take great pride in the City for making such progress. 

I would like to ask you to remember that we, the Mayor and Council members, live in the 

same city that you do, drive on the same roads as you do, pay property taxes just as you 

do. 

We are no happier about the shape that the roads are in than you are.  But, we do not 

believe that filling in potholes with material that will wash out with the next rain is the 

smart thing to do.  If you notice, even the Highway Department waits until the weather is 

right to make non-emergency road repairs.  Remember, it’s our money too.  We do not 

want to see it washing away with each rain.  We have been exploring more durable 

solutions that we can afford.  

Another matter in which I am extremely proud of the city over is the quality of the city 

employees that we have now.  As we have gotten our finances in order, we have been able 

to pay competitive wages, with benefits, to attract and keep good people. 

Our City Secretary, Municipal Court Judge, Municipal Court Clerk, Police Officers, and 

Public Works are the best Lone Oak has ever had. 

I mentioned earlier that when I first got involved with the city that we could not even 

afford a properly licensed operator for our water and waste treatment.  We had to rely on 

the operator from Point. 

In the last few years, we have not only hired an outstanding and properly licensed 

operator to head our Public Works Department but we have even taken steps to help 

employees get their initial licenses.  Now, we do not have to rely on another town for a 

licensed operator. Every full-time Lone Oak Public Works employee is properly licensed.  I 

believe this is a first for our small town. 

Also, not only can we afford diesel for our front loader whenever we need it but we were 

able to return Larry Osborne’s loaner.  Since 2010, we have been able to purchase a new 

pickup truck, a very nice used line truck, and even a used dump truck for the Public 

Works Department.  I don’t think the Public Works Department has ever had such reliable 

vehicles. 



3 | P a g e  

 

I believe that the current Mayor and City Council is the most effective that Lone Oak has 

seen in many, many years – possibly ever. 

We even joined the Lake Tawakoni Regional Chamber of Commerce a couple of years ago.  

Recently, Mayor Doug Williams and I joined a delegation from the Chamber of Commerce 

to meet with the steering committee for the Cotton Patch Challenge bicycle rally about 

changing their route to come south through the Lake Tawakoni area.  I am happy to say 

that we can look forward to having a world class cycling event visit our city this fall! 

We are making progress and would like the opportunity to continue to do so – but it takes 

time.  There is much work to be done and it doesn’t take place overnight. 

I am incredibly proud of the progress that Lone Oak has made in managing its finances.  

But, just like in your personal finances, you can spend years planning and saving but it 

only takes one or two bad decisions to wipe it all out. 

This is why I’m asking for your vote.  We don’t want to go back to the way things used to 

be.  We want to continue making progress and, with your help, we will. 

Please come out to vote Saturday, May 7.  We need your vote more than ever now. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Gordon Galloway 


